
Homework for “Teacher’s Pet”  September 26 -September 30, 2016 

(Return this sheet, initialed, on Monday, October 3rd  .) 

Name:___________________________________________________________ 
 
When Miss Fry told her students that their pets could visit for their weekly sharing day, little did she 

know it was the beginning of a zoo.   Each Monday, a different student brings in his or her pet . . . and 

conveniently forgets to take it home. Tuesday always illuminates the reason why: The rooster 

disturbed the neighbors; the dog chewed the sofa cushions; and on it goes, from Alia’s goat to Lily’s 

monkey. All year long Miss Fry feeds and cares for the animals before going home. On the last day, 

the children leave with their pets, except Roger. His cricket Moe likes Miss Fry best. And so the 

somersaulting cricket goes home to Miss Fry’s garden and adds the perfect sound to her quiet little 

house. 

 

Monday   
________              Practice spelling words.  (Find fun ideas for practicing listed on our website.) 
________              Practice target vocabulary– wonderful, noises, quiet, sprinkled, share, noticed, bursting,   

suddenly. 

________              Review past target vocabulary.  
________              Read or be read to.   Minutes read:__________  (Books, fluency passages, etc.)  
 

Tuesday 

________ Practice spelling words.   

________ Practice target vocabulary words if not yet memorized. 

________ Read, “Teacher’s Pet” 
________ Math review page: (Look in green folder Tuesday) 

________ Read or be read to.   Minutes read:__________   

 

Wednesday 

________ Practice spelling words.   

________ Review past target vocabulary 

________ Read, “Teacher’s Pet” 

________ Math review page: (Look in green folder Wednesday) 

________ Read or be read to.   Minutes read:__________    

 

Thursday 

________ Practice spelling words.   

________ target vocabulary words if not yet memorized. 

________ Read, “Teacher’s Pet”   

________ Read or be read to.   Minutes read:__________    

 

The spelling test and reading/vocabulary word test will be on Friday, September 30th.  

  

+ Minutes of reading on: Friday:________Saturday:_________Sunday:_________ 
 

Total minutes read this week:______________ (Please total all minutes read during 

the week.) 
Research has shown that the single most influential factor in creating successful readers is the amount 

of time they spend reading.  Reading is a skill that improves only with repeated practice.  The more 

children read, the more they are able to read.  Make it a goal to read for at least 15 to 20 minutes 

every day. 



Fluency Passages for “Teacher’s Pet” 

Rereading the same passage increases fluency. Reading fluently allows students to focus 

their concentration on comprehension. Emphasize reading naturally and accurately rather 

than “speed reading. Color copy of the story with pictures is available on our classroom web 

page: http://berkeleycountyschools.org/Domain/3034 

 

Teacher’s Pet 
By: Dayle Ann Dodds  

 

Monday was sharing day in Miss Fry's class. 

“You may bring something special,” said Miss Fry. 

“May we share a pet?” Winston asked. 

“Yes,” said Miss Fry. “But just for the day.” 

 

On Monday, Winston brought in his pet rooster. 

“I call him Red. He eats corn, and he crows. The neighbors say he crows too much.” 

“What a wonderful pet,” said Miss Fry. “We’re happy he can visit us today.” 

 

But that afternoon, after all the children had left, there was Red, still sitting on his roost near Miss 
Fry's desk. 

 

She sprinkled corn in Red's dish, then locked the door and went home to her quiet little house. 

On Tuesday, Winston told Miss Fry, “The neighbors wonder if Red can stay at school for a while.” 

“Of course,” said Miss Fry. “How lucky for us.” 

The next Monday was Patrick's turn. “My tarantula's name is Vincent. He likes to eat bugs and hide 
inside my mother's slippers.” 

“What a wonderful pet,” said Miss Fry. “Don’t forget to take Vincent home with you at the end of the 
day.” 

But that afternoon, after all the children had left, there was Vincent, still sitting in his jar on Miss Fry's 
desk. She gave Vincent a big juicy bug, sprinkled corn on Red's dish, then locked the door and went 
home to her quiet little house. 

 

http://berkeleycountyschools.org/Domain/3034


On Tuesday, Patrick told Miss Fry, “My mother says Vincent likes her slippers too much. We’re 
wondering if he can stay at school for a few days.” 

“Of course,” said Miss Fry. “How lucky for us.” 

The next week, Roger brought in his cricket. 

“His name is Moe,” said Roger. “He eats leaves from the garden and sings chirrup-chirrup all night 
long.” 

“What a wonderful pet,” said Miss Fry. 

 

That afternoon, after all the children had left, Miss Fry noticed Moe sitting in his box on the table. Miss 
Fry looked at Moe. He almost seemed to smile. “Welcome to our class, Moe.” 

 

Right before her eyes, he did a huge somersault—up, up in the air. “Bravo!” said Miss Fry. 

She gave fresh green leaves to Moe and a big juicy bug to Vincent, sprinkled corn in Red's dish, 
then locked the door and went home to her quiet little house. 

The next day, Roger said to Miss Fry, “My mother says Moe chirps too much.” 

“He's welcome to visit as long as he likes,” said Miss Fry 

And so it went. 

Alia shared her pet goat named Gladys. It said Baaaaa! and ate her sister's homework. 

Amanda shared her pet dachshund. It liked to chew bones and the pillows on her aunt Judy's new 
sofa. 

Jerry brought in his pet boa constrictor. It never made a sound. No one knew exactly what it liked to 
eat, but Jerry said his father's expensive tropical fish had suddenly disappeared one day. 

There was Megan's cat, 

Mitchell's mice, 

Daniel's ducks, 

and Tom's iguana. 

Lily's monkey, 

Frankie's frog, 

Terrence's turtle … 

and something square and fuzzy that Avery brought in. 

“It looks like a kitchen sponge,” said Bruce. “A really old kitchen sponge.” 



“It's my pet,” said Avery, and that was that. 

Before long, Miss Fry's classroom was bursting with the happy noises of all the children's pets. 

On Parents’ Night, the mothers and fathers walked around the classroom with great big smiles on 
their faces. 

“Isn’t it great,” they said, “that Miss Fry loves pets so?” 

Only Roger's cricket sat quietly in his box. 

“You must miss your garden,” Miss Fry said. 

Chirrup, said Moe softly. He crawled under one of his shiny green leaves. 

On the last day of school, Miss Fry's class had a party with balloons, hats, and ice-cream cups. 

“Good-bye, children!” Miss Fry sang out. 

“Have a nice summer … and don’t forget to 

take home your pets!” 

One by one, the children disappeared, and with them went their pets. 

“No more pets,” said Miss Fry. 

She looked around the quiet, empty room. Then Miss Fry noticed a box sitting on her desk. 

She peeked inside. A little face looked up at her. It almost seemed to smile. 

A note inside read: 

DEAR MISS FRY, PLEASE TAKE 

CARE OF MOE. HE LIKES YOU 

BEST. 

ROGER 

“How lucky for me,” said Miss Fry. 

Moe did a huge somersault––up, up in the air. 

Miss Fry carried her new pet to her quiet little house and placed him in the garden, among the 
rainbow of roses. 

That night, Miss Fry opened her window. She climbed into bed. She turned off the lamp. 

By the light of the moon, from outside in the garden, came a happy noise. 

Chirrup-chirrup! 

Welcome home, Moe. What a wonderful pet you are. 



Comprehension Questions to Discuss Together: 

 
1. Why were some of the parents happy to have the pets stay at school? (Use of Text Evidence)  

2. What happens to Miss Fry’s room after all the children have brought in their pets? (Use of Text 
Evidence) 

3. How does the ending of the story solve the problem from the beginning of the story? (Analyze 
the Text) 

 

How We Made Reading Fun This Week: 
 

___My loved-one read this story to me. I told them my favorite part! 

___We “echo-read” this story. (Parent reads sentence, child reads the same sentence) 

___We took turns reading! (Parent reads one sentence, child reads the next!) 

___I circled all of the words that I knew how to read without help. We counted them up 

together. 

___I founds all of my “need to know” words in the story and read those sentences perfectly. 

___I put rectangles around the words I didn’t know. I practiced reading those words! 

___I read this story all-by myself to my family or friends. 

___I read this story all-by-myself to my pets, dolls, or toys. 

___I read this story in a sill way (e.g. baby voice, monster voice, upside-down, singing it, etc.) 

___I played “Hide and Seek” story! (Write story on 3x5 cards. Hide them. Find and read them. 

Put them in order) 

___(Other)___________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Target Vocabulary/ Sight Words  

 
Target vocabulary words, and sight words, are words that students need to recognize automatically as they read the story.  They 

may/or may not fit standard spelling rules.  The more words children recognize automatically, the better they understand what they are 

reading because they can focus on the meaning of the text rather than trying to sound out every word. Students need to be able to say 

each word on this list, within 3 seconds, without trying to sound it out.   

Words for last week “Dairy of a Spider” Words for this week “Teacher’s Pet” 

insects  wonderful 
 

dangerous  noises 
 

scare  quiet 
 

sticky  sprinkled 
 

rotten  shared 
 

screaming  noticed 
 

clipped  bursting 
 

breeze  suddenly  
 

judge   
 

In addition to playing memorization games, use the suggestions below to study the meaning 

and usage of any of the new words your child doesn’t already know (not checked off): 
 Cut out the words above or, for more practice, have your child write them on index cards.  

 Ask your child to make up original sentences using the new words. 

 Ask your child to say at least one word that rhymes with each of the new words. 

 

While you study next week’s new words, please continue to study any words from previous weeks 

that are not yet memorized and review words from past stories. 


