
Name:    Final Word Protocol 

 
Preparation Steps: 1. Select material for students to read inside or outside of class. 
 2. If read inside class, be sure to have a clock or watch to keep time for both 

reading and discussion. 
 

Application Steps: 1. Divide students into groups (no larger than five or six). 
2. Instruct students to label themselves (1, 2, 3 …). 
3. Tell students to read material (skip step if material has already been read). 
4. Tell student labeled #1 to find a quote, preferably a sentence, they found 
interesting while reading, something that resonated with them. 
6. Tell other students in the group not to talk until given the chance. No one is to 
interrupt the student designated to talk. 
6. Instruct students to then go around the group building on the idea of student #1 
in the quote.  No new quotes are introduced at this point. 
7. Once the entire group has expounded on the first student’s idea, student #2 will 
explain which quote he or she found interesting. 
8. Continue this until every student has had a chance to select an interesting point 
and each student in the group has had a chance to expound on it. 

 
Differentiation: You may use a time limit on how long a person must talk. For math students you may 

give them an equation to solve and then allow them to discuss what they found difficult or 
easy about the problem or just how they came to solve it. For P.E. a teacher may teach 
or allow students to read about an exercise. Then similar to math you have students 
discuss what they found difficult, easy, or interesting about the exercise. 

 
 
Things to watch out for: When students are discussing make sure other students do not talk. Like most 
people when something arises to comment on, it is difficult not to express your opinion or idea. Also, 
allow students to discuss freely in their turn. Teachers may feel the need to correct grammar or aid a 
student in expressing his or her idea, but restrain from helping in order for the students to express their 
ideas and interests completely. 
 
 
Description/Application:  Final Word Protocol encourages students to be engaged in their reading and 
verbalize their thoughts and ideas. It also allows students to see what other students received from the 
same material.  It is a reflection strategy. 


