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The fake news blues
by Emma Pratt

Over the past few months, the matter
of fake news has become a rather hot topic.
Stories and discussions of fake news have traveled all over the internet and throughout some
of the major mainstream news networks, often
creating some confusion as to what’s real and
what’s not.
Fake news is far from a new concept.
It’s been around for about as long as actual
news has. From fake reports of slave uprisings
and crime in the 1800s, to Nazi propaganda
depicting the Jewish people as being ritualistic blood-drinkers, the history of fake news is,
more often than not, very long, painful, and
downright ugly.
Increasingly, social media websites
such as Facebook have seemed all too eager to
spread these fake, totally unbelievable news
stories around for the uninformed public to eat
up. The story “Obama Signs Executive Order
Banning the Pledge of Allegiance in Schools
Nationwide” is just one example, earning over
two million Facebook shares and taking the
spot of the most popular fake news story of
the past year, according to Buzzfeed. Another
example is the false claim that Pope Francis was
endorsing the Trump campaign. Facebook has
even recently been sued over the issue of fake
news by a Syrian refugee who was falsely accused of being a terrorist after posting a selfie!
This has led the social networking site to create
some new features to help the public eliminate
these fake news stories easier.
Many are left questioning the purpose
for the vast amount of fake news circulating
around the web. “Fake news is a story that’s
completely false, usually invented for traffic
and ad revenue, or to advance a political agenda — or both,” techcrunch.com explains.
While the main thing that is to be
gained from publishing such a story is profit,
it may be a bit of a surprise to discover who is
originally creating these fake news stories. The
town of Veles in Macedonia was linked to at
least 100 pro-Trump websites, the majority of

which were full of fake news. An anonymous
man who prefers to be called Boris took much
of the credit for the pro-Trump fake news.
“Between August and November,
Boris earned nearly $16,000 off his two proTrump websites,” according to wired.com.
Not too shabby in a town where the average
monthly salary isn’t even $400.
Though fake news stories can often
seem silly, they can occasionally lead to actual
danger when they are taken seriously. A ridiculous rumor turned dangerous when a man
showed up at a D.C. restaurant with a rifle because of a fake story involving Hillary Clinton,
which became known as the Pizzagate rumor.
“The story of Pizzagate is about what
is fake and what is real. It’s a tale of a scandal
that never was, and of a fear that has spread
through channels that did not even exist until
recently,” a Washington Post article details.
There are more and more arguments
over the misuse of the term “fake news”, with
complaints of its overuse, especially as we
shift to a more partisan America, alongside
complaints of certain news networks as being
overly biased. President Donald Trump has
been especially open about his hatred of certain news outlets, such as CNN and the New
York Times, citing them as being supposed
sources of fake news and creating a precedent
of “listen to me, not the media,” according to
many news anchors.
Some people feel very strongly about
legitimate new stories being dubbed fake
news, a phenomenon that has been occurring
more and more frequently. “Comment trolls:
Just because you disagree with a post doesn’t
make it “fake news”,” Anna Escher comments
via twitter, regarding the overuse of fake
news.
Back in the 1950s and 1960s, the
majority of Americans got their news from
the same source-the television. In this day and
age, more and more people are going online
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Musselman hosts
charming tradition
by Kyrstin Murphy

Charm Review is a pageant held at Musselman
High School every year to help earn money for our
school.
This year Charm Review will be held on Friday,
March 10, 2017. Tickets will be $7 a person, and it is
located in the MuHS auditorium. Charm Review will be
begin at 7p.m. MuHS juniors and seniors are allowed to
participate to help earn money for our school’s student
council.
“Charm Review is a tradition at Musselman
High School and has been for as long as I can remember,” said Mr. Shore, Psychology and History teacher.
Charm review has been around for 68 years,
and it is a tradition at Musselman High School. Only
girls were allowed to participate and try to win for the
beginning years, but this is now the 31st year boys are
allowed to participate and run for Mr. Musselman.
“It’s a lot of fun but also hard work. I’m actually participating in this year’s pageant and I’m excited
but also nervous for everyone to see me on stage,” said
senior Chloe Nelson.
After a tough competition last year, Mr. And
Mrs. Musselman were Camille Ratliff and Braden
Caugh. They got their picture in the newspaper, money as a reward, and a plaque stating that you are the
winners. Charm Review is something Musselman High
takes very seriously and it is always encouraged to
come out and show support to your fellow classmates.
If you can’t make it on Saturday night, there is
an in-school performance on Friday, March 10, during
6th and 7th periods, tickets can be purchased at the concession stand during lunches.
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Classroom of the future
by Katelyn Housley

Mr. Spencer’s
English classroom isn’t
like any other classroom. Between the HP
Stream laptops, View
Sonic Screen, and the 3D
printer, his room is full
of technology.
The students get
the benefit of using all of the technology. They get to utilize
their Office 365 accounts to be able to send internet based
assignments that are due. Students learn the formats of papers
and how to properly send an email.
Some of his students didn’t like the use of technology at first because it was new and they were not used to it.
Now that most of them are getting comfortable with all of the
technology, it is becoming easier to use. There are still a few
students who are a little behind on having more technology
usage, but everyone seems to be coming along with it.
There are many ups and downs to having all the types
of technology that Mr. Spencer has. “When it works, it makes it
smooth; when it’s not working, it makes a lesson difficult and
you have to have a backup lesson,” said Spencer.
The View Sonic Screen is basically a giant television
that has the qualities of a computer and a smart board combined. However, the View Sonic Screen has many unique
qualities to it. On a normal smart board, only one person can
be writing on it at one time. With the View Sonic, multiple
people can be writing at once. With anything from science
experiments to math equations, it also has backgrounds that
are equipped with unique functions. Coaches can use these
equipped backgrounds to teach strategy, such as soccer, tennis,
football and basketball. The View Sonic works as one big
computer that is very helpful for Mr. Spencer and his teaching
abilities.
With the technology that has been created in the past
couple years, there are many different ways for teachers to
teach students, and technology is Mr. Spencer’s way of doing
it. All of the new technology in the world is great for what he
is doing in his classroom and what students will encounter in
the workforce.

News continued from page 1

to check out what’s happening in the world. The evolution of
the internet has obviously changed quite a bit, and it is up to
the public to be careful what they read and to make their own
individually informed decisions about what is real and what’s
not. If something sounds too crazy or unbelievable to actually
be true, then it most likely isn’t. It’s important to find a source
of news that you can trust, especially in the changing times.

School News
A huge thank you
to our staff
by Karli Jenkins
Contributing writer

Here at Musselman, we have a fine
staff of cooks and custodians that are always
hard at work. Their everyday tasks are what
keep this school running. No matter what the
day holds, they consistently project a positive
atmosphere here at Musselman.
“The custodians are always quick to
getting anything done and go above and beyond what is asked,” said Assistant Principal
Ms. Owen.
Senior Kaleigh Meyers said the custodians are always saying hi and she appreciates their good sense of humor.
The cooks work on a time frame every day to ensure all students receive a meal.

“The cooks are friendly every day and do a
good job taking care of us,” said Assistant
Principal Mr. Moore.
Senior Katelyn Orr described all the
cooks as very polite and explained how they
go out of their way to help a student out with
anything.
We would like to recognize some
of Musselmans hardest workers this month.
Thank you greatly, Mr. Domenico, Mr.
French, Mr. Rose, Mr. Dennison, Ms. Mallat,
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Fletcher, Ms.Weese, Mrs.
Hensell, Ms. Benner, Mr. Miller, Mr. Butts,
Ms. Jenkins, Mrs. Shade, Mrs. Stanley, Mrs.
Hess Mrs. McKinney, and Mrs. Bishop.
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Local News

Panera Bread to open Martinsburg location
by Kaitlin Hanson

Inwood’s got the meats
by Leah Ratliff

It’s time, everyone, to say
goodbye to Inwood’s beloved KFC,
and hello to a new franchise... Arby’s! They’ve got the meats!
Seemingly out of nowhere,
the people of Inwood were notified
that the town KFC was shutting
down. Given no reason why, everyone had to prepare themselves
for this tragic event. KFC was home
beloved fried chicken, mashed
potatoes, and their signature coleslaw. It was only natural for Inwood
residents to feel a bit of loss after the
shutdown.
The store closed in mid-November, which left us all curious.
Would a new business attempt to
replace the fried chicken phenomenon?
After making my rounds
and speaking with workers at KFC,
I found out some juicy information.
I was notified that an Arby’s would
replace it and would be opened by
January 1st at the latest. At first I
was shocked. Then, I felt a wave of
excitement. Inwood had no meat
restaurants like this. This could be a
new era for Inwood!
Personally, I was already a
fan of Arby’s. From the roast beef
sandwiches to the Jamocha Jamaica

chocolate shakes, I was ready for
the new Arby’s arrival. Inwood was
in fact ready for an upgrade, and
Arby’s would be THAT upgrade!
After the restaurant opened
to the public, I of course had to give
it a try. The food was delicious, as
always, and the service was just as
spectacular. I would definitely give
this new Inwood location a 10 out
of 10.
Senior Charly Rojas, an
employee of the new Arby’s, gave
me some behind the scenes details.
Rojas informed me that the workers
of the KFC were guaranteed a job
at the new Arby’s or the old one in
Martinsburg. Fond of his coworkers, Rojas feels Arby’s “is a very
positive and friendly atmosphere to
be in.”
Rojas enjoys his job a lot;
however, he does believe the pay is
not high enough. One of Arby’s first
weeks in business, they sold 40,000
in simply one week. Wow, I guess
the reaction to the new restaurant is
a positive one.
Whether or not you’re a fan
of curly fries and roast beef, stop in
to the new Arby’s of Inwood. Give
it a try! You won’t regret it.

March 29th, 2017 a new Panera
Bread is opening in our area.
A new Panera Bread is opening on
Foxcroft Avenue in Martinsburg. The
new store will feature a drive thru and
has opened up 60 jobs in our community.
These jobs have been given to many high
school students in our area.
Panera Bread offers a healthier, cleaner
twist on fast food. They offer foods such
as bakery products, sandwiches, pastas,
soups, and salads. It is a chain bakery-café
across the U.S. and Canada that started as
the St. Louis bread company in St. Louis,
Missouri.
Panera is very fast paced, making
it similar to fast food but without all of the
unhealthy food options. Panera’s food is
made with fresh, preservative-free ingredi-

ents.
This is a very popular chain among
young people. Previously our closest
location was in Ranson.
Panera is a favorite destination
for many Musselman students and
faculty. Seniors Katelyn Orr and Bonnie Carr said their favorite item off the
menu was the mac and cheese.
Mrs. French said hers was the
chocolate croissant, and Senior Jules
Tetlow said her favorite item was the
cheddar broccoli soup.
If you’d like to apply for a job at
Panera you can visit their website
Panerabread.com and fill out an online
application.

Now servicing the TRI-STATE AREA!
www.marylandhvacr.com
1-855-410-8324
Maryland Heating & Air, LLC

6400 Frankford Avenue, Suite #12, Baltimore, Md 21206
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Women’s marches sweep
across the country
by Allie Hudson

On Saturday, January 21, 2017
the day after the inauguration of our new
president Donald J. Trump, an estimated
200,000 people from around the country
took a stand and marched in Washington
D.C and 600 other marches around the
country.
One of our teachers here at
school, Spanish teacher Ms. Arnett, went
and participated in the women’s march.
“It was uplifting to be surrounded by
people of different races to come together
and protest for the same things,” said
Arnett.
These marches were mainly
peaceful and were used to protest not
only gender inequality, but also racial
and economic inequality. The marches
meant something different for every
person. Some of the things people were
protesting were paid family leave; anti-discrimination protections for lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender Americans; access to affordable reproductive

health care, including contraception
and abortion; an end to the use of
military-style weapons and tactics
by the police in minority communities; a living minimum wage;
immigration reform, with a path to
citizenship; and protection of the
environment and public lands.
There are plans to hold
more women’s marches in the future.
However, this is not the
first time a president has faced this
form of protest. The day before the
inauguration of Woodrow Wilson,
the twenty-eighth president, around
5,000 women marched on Washington for women’s suffrage.
The right to protest is a right
given to the American people in the
first amendment of our constitution,
and this is a right that looks to be
used quite often for some time to
come.

In the News

Custom Screen Printing & Embroidery

Know - How You
Can Rely On
www.graphexp.com

Congratulations to our
Regional Science Fair Winners!

Behavioral & Social Sciences
1st place, also won the American Psychological Society Award Haven Ketterman
Biomedical & Health
HM		
Travis McCauley
1st place & 3rd grand prize winner			
		
Tyler Sine & Chris Fox
Chemistry
HM
Hannah Vitalos & Julia O’Neill
1st place
Rowan Phelps
Energy and Transportation
2nd place, Women’s Geoscience Award, Gary
Wilson Memorial Award
			Annie Huyett
1st place, Stockholm Water Award, 4th grand
prize winner
Matthew Betts, Dylan Collis
		
& Dylan Doyle

Engineering
HM, Harold Walters Award		
				
Sandrik Tabidze
Environmental Science
2nd place, Stockholm Water Award		
Carley LaPole
Physics & Astronomy
HM
Calvin Dear, Gabe Jones &
JR Sloan
Plant Science
2nd place, University of MD Environmental Science award
		
Caleb Huggins & 		
		Makayla Bernhardt

877-629-6012

Screen
Printing

Direct
Embroidery

Athletic
Team
Sales

2159 Winchester Avenue, Suite E, Martinsburg, WV 25405
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Let the madness begin!

Sports and Stuff
Meet Deputy Moore

by David Robertson

name for themselves in the tournament
are Florida, Baylor, Notre Dame, Florida
There are many teams vying
State, UCLA, Virginia, & West Virginia.
to have a chance to play in the famous
The fan favorite team around
NCAA Basketball Tournament. The
here
is
West
Virginia. The Mountaineers
projected top 4 seeds are, Villanova,
as
of
this
publication
have a 22-6 record.
Kansas, North Carolina, & Gonzaga.
All
6
of
their
losses
have
involved blowGonzaga is chasing history this
ing
second
half
leads.
All
of their losses
year as they are undefeated thus far at
are
by
7
points
or
less.
They
have been
28-0. They are in the West Coast Confernotorious
this
year
by
blowing
leads in
ence, which is a very soft conference. No
the
2nd
half
and
also
not
being
able to
team since the 1976 Indiana Hoosiers
make
free
throws
down
the
stretch.
As
has won the title and finished undefeatof
right
now,
they
are
projected
to
be
a4
ed.
seed
in
the
West
region,
having
Gonzaga
Some fellow classmates here at
as the 1 seed in their region.
Mussleman have strong feelings about
This year’s tournament is looking
this tournament. Doran Gallgher said,
to
be
a
good
and compelling one as this
“UCLA is hoisting the trophy this year.”
regular
season
and conference tournaRyan Cox however wasn’t so
ments
wrap
up
and the players get ready
much on the UCLA bandwagon. “I
for
the
final
stretch
of the season. Best of
think North Carolina will make it right
luck
to
all
the
college
teams this year as
this season and win it all,” said Cox.
they
look
to
“Survive
and Advance”.
Other teams looking to make a

What’s your favorite school lunch?
Thanksgiving Dinner

1. Where are you from?
I was born in Miami, FL but was raised in Martinsburg, WV
2. What are your hobbies outside of school?
Riding my motorcycle and playing basketball with friends
3. Do you have any favorite TV show/ books/ movies?
Law & Order SVU, and all the Fast & Furious Movies
4. What high school did you go to?
I went to Martinsburg High School
5. What do you like most about Musselman high school?

Chicken Bowl

I like how all the staff and students are like one big family.
6. What has been your favorite memory at Musselman so far?

Salisbury Steak

The Cheerleaders helping me learn how to do a backflip. (back tuck)
7. What inspires you?
Chicken Gordita

Breakfast for
lunch

My family inspires me to be a better person every day.
Chicken Nuggets
Pizza

8.

Do you have a message for Musselman students?

Always do your best and enjoy the time you are here in high school
because it will be over before you know it. If you make the best of it,
it will honestly be the best memories of your life.
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Editorials

Tat’s what’s up Film celebrating man’s best friend is
by McKenzie Nobles

Tattoos, while still holding some controversy, have become more and more accepted.
They represent art and expression more so than
rebelling, heathens, or criminals. Even though
some people view tattoos as terrible, most people see them for what they truly are: art.
Recently, many respected jobs have
begun allowing tattoos. Educational positions,
heath fields, media fields, and other important
jobs have been allowing employees to show off
their ink. Even Mr. Barrick, a well-respected
teacher in our school, has sleeves of tattoos.
Before you get a tattoo, you need to
know the rules and laws. In West Virginia, you
need to be eighteen to get a tattoo by yourself,
but a parent or guardian can sign a few papers
to allow a minor to receive a tattoo. Many students in our school have tattoos.
If you have ever gotten a tattoo, you
know the aftercare process and how aggravating it
can be. Right after you get inked, your new
masterpiece must be covered up with gauze
or plastic wrap for a little over an hour, even if
you want to go show it off. You also must apply
antibiotic lotion or ointment to be sure you don’t
get an infection and only wash it with antibiotic
soap.
Since a tattoo is created by multiple
needles stabbing into your delicate flesh, it hurts
afterword and needs time to heal. During the
healing process, it is going to itch like witch, but
do not scratch or rub it. If it itches too much,
then pat at it gently. You wouldn’t want to
disturb the ink and scratch anything out. Be sure
not to soak it in water too much or let the sun
beat down on it too much. It can be harmful for
the tattoo.
Even though you really want a tattoo,
don’t rush it. You want to be sure you get a
piece that you’ll be okay with having forever. Research tattoo artists, their art and shop,
designs and ideas, and proper aftercare, or
even how much a certain piece in a certain area
will hurt. Don’t let anyone else influence your
design, and please do not get your high school
sweetheart’s name permanently carved into
your skin.

no friend to animals
by Ashley Rickard

There have been a lot of controversial arguments over the recently released film “A Dog’s Purpose”. Let me start off with my statement that I will
not be watching the movie myself due to my views.
The movie is told through a loyal dog’s eyes
while discovering the meaning of his life through
humans. Undergoing multiple reincarnation experiences, this lovable dog undercovers his unfailing
bond with a human named Ethan. As Ethan grows
older the dog comes back into his life to remind him
of his true self.
In January a video clip was leaked that
appears to show a trainer allegedly forcing a German
shepherd into churning water for one of the movie’s
scenes. On one angle of the video you can see the dog
refusing to enter the water, and it is struggling to get
out of the grasp of the trainer. PETA
and other animal rights activists are
asking animal lovers to boycott the
film to make a statement against using animals against their will for film
or action production stunts.
I have done my research on
the matter and have watched multiple clips and different angles of the
leaked video. You can clearly see the
dog in distress and the trainer grab
his collar and rear while pushing him
to the edge.
Detroit News was able to get
a statement from one of the actors:
“Josh Gad, who lends his voice to a
dog in the film, issued a statement
on Twitter saying he has asked the
studio and production team for an
explanation of what he calls “disturbing images.” Josh then continued
to state his view of how the video
incident affected him: “I am shaken
and sad to see any animal put in a
situation against its will,” Gad wrote.
A publicist for the actor confirmed
the post was authentic”.
PETA activists have been
trying to get undercover clips of how
animals are treated and cared for
in the movie business. While it is a

hard task to do, some movie productions have been
cancelled due to not being up to code on animal sanctuaries and holding pens. All movies that use animals
in the film are required to have an American Welfare
employee stationed on set for monitoring. The American Welfare employee stationed on set for “A Dog’s
Purpose” had been suspended after the minute long
video surfaced. They also hired a private investigator
to investigate dogs’ wellbeing.
Any animal lover who has seen the video
would agree the video is disturbing, and it is sickening
to believe an animal’s life was potentially in danger.
For this reason, I will be boycotting the film, and I urge
everyone to skip this film to send the message to Hollywood that it is not okay to treat animals this way.
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