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Let the Buds of
Collaboration
Bloom
Elizabeth Mobley,
PERC & AT Coordinator
Hello All, it is that time of year
again... When the birds begin to
sing and the buds of new life fill
us with the coming glory of
Spring.

Virtual Transition
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It is this time of year that fills our
High School Seniors with great
anticipation and excitement as
prom and graduation near.

These meetings are so important
for our students that are served
through our Special Education
programming.

What a special time of year it is
for all! We wake to longer
moments of sunshine giving us
beautiful memories filled with
outside play and breaths of fresh
air invigorating the day!

My most sincere encouragement
as an educator is to remind
teachers
and
families
the
importance of remembering the
IEP and 504 Plan committee is a
team! As a team, our priority is to
provide
student
with
the
necessary interventions so they
may have their best educational
experience with BCS!

During this season, we see a
greater amount of IEP and 540
Plan meetings scheduled.
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Class Spotlight
Mrs. McDonald and Mr. VanMetre's classes at
Spring Mills Middle School have been working
extremely hard and have exciting things planned for
the rest of the Spring 2022 semester! The students
are excited about the upcoming 4th quarter and the
fact that it means spring activities and moving up a
grade level!

15th Annual Baltimore VisionWalk
June 5th, 2022
Latrobe Park & Fort McHenry
Submission by Lindsey Rambo,
Specialist for Berkeley County Schools.

Vision Impairment

My story:
These are some exciting times for those of us who are
affected by Retinal Degenerative diseases! It has been been
8 years since our first VisionWalk back in 2014, and it was
only 3 years ago when the doctors determined my diagnosis
of the rare retinal disease, Leber’s congenital Amaurosis
(LCA5) after being diagnosed with “disease of the retina”
when I was born. Within the last few years, there has been
great progress in terms of research and treatment methods
for specific RP and LCA genes. I am so thrilled to say that
clinical trials will begin with LCA5 genes later this year🙏🏻 The
next decade is looking bright in the world of retinal diseases
because of the incredible hard work of the Foundation
Fighting Blindness❤️
Please consider joining the fight to end blindness by visiting
our Team link below. 👁🖤

Pictured, Mrs. McDonald and Mr. VanMetre with their 2022
Vision Boards made as an example for their students

Mrs. McDonald and Mr. VanMetre have created a
learning environment that sincerely supports student
development, creating a space that allows the
students to be their best selves. The class participated
in a Vision Board Workshop. The Vision Board
workshop was led by Elizabeth Mobley, the BCS PERC
& AT Coordinator. The students along with Mrs.
McDonald and Mr. VanMetre collaged and wrote with
purpose, their 2022 goals and aspirations. Their class
is also participating in the Mindfulness with Movement
Yoga Program led by Hannah Badley through EPIC.
The students enjoyed learning yoga sequences and
gave wonderful attention and respect to Ms. Badley.
We thank Mrs. McDonald and Mr. VanMetre's class for
inviting us in!

Baltimore VisionWalk: Team Jeepers Creepers
https://give.fightingblindness.org/team/406076
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Jodi’s "Corner"
Jodi Westrope is the Parent and Family Liaison for
the Parent Engagement Resource Center!
The Special Needs Parental Support Group BCPS
Is a digital community on FACEBOOK that
was created for parents, guardians, and caregivers of
Berkeley County students involved in our Special
Education Program. In this group, one can expect to
find useful information from community resources,

New In-School Initiatives
Movement with Hannah Badley, EPIC. This is a yoga
program focused on bringing Mindfulness with
Movement to our BCS students.
This program is currently hosted in the following
schools: Spring Mills Middle, Spring Mills High, Burke
Street Elementary, Mussleman Middle School.
If you are an educator or administrator for BCS and
interested in this program as it expands, please email
Jodi Westrope at jwestrope@k12.wv.us

Upcoming Events
Check in to the FACEBOOK GROUP for ongoing
QuickTip, Live Teams Meetings, and ParentRap Sessions
with Kent Moreno, BCBA for Berkeley County Schools.
April 14, 2022 - Sensory Concious Easter Egg Hunt at
Tuscarora Elementary School. 5:00pm

Winter Program Highlight:
Pictures with Santa
The Berkeley County Office of Special Education
is pleased to share that we hosted a sensoryconscious event called, Pictures with Santa.
The event took place on Wednesday, December 15,
2021.
The event was hosted in the Professional
Development Room at the Office of Special Education
at 401 South Queen Street in Martinsburg.
This sensory-conscious event provided extra
precautions for our immunocompromised students.
All Berkeley County Schools, COVID-19 protocols were
followed.
We are always excited to see our students and their
families!
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Meet Our Educators!

Danielle Smith- Mill Creek Intermediate: Danielle
teaches ID(MI/MM) at Mill Creek. She has established an
inviting, safe and comfortable classroom for her
students. This is her second year in the same position
at Mill Creek. Danielle is a strong voice and advocate for
the both special education teachers and students. She
is always willing to share information with other
teachers on resources available to them. Danielle has a
great rapport with her aide, allowing for them to run an
efficient and successful classroom. She is always willing
to take suggestions from her mentor and colleagues
and run with them in order to provide the best
instruction for her students.

Cedric Brown- South Middle: Cedric is a former Health
educator that recently made the transition into Special
Education this year. He collaboratively-teaches with 6
different General Education teachers. Cedric is active in
all of the classes and is an asset when it comes to
student success in the general education environment.
In the beginning of the year, he worked on weekends
and after hours to be prepared for his students by
reading IEPs, taking notes on accommodations and
learning the IEP program. He never hesitates to reach
out with questions or to bounce ideas off of his mentor.
Cedric has taken the trainings and notes he has received
and written numerous IEPs with no help as a first-year
teacher.

Cara Baldwin- Potomack Intermediate: Cara
graduated from WVU with an education degree. She
teaches LD resource. She dove into learning how to
read IEPs and write IEPs from day one. With little
instruction, she took the initiative to draft several IEPs
and then ask questions. She is willing to help other new
teachers at Potomack with their questions and
paperwork even though it's her first year. She has a
great rapport with her students and parents.

***Special Note: The Educators featured in this section
are mentees in our AIM (Academic Instructional
Mentorship) Program. Their Mentor is
Jolie Snyder-Nunn.***
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Specialist Spotlight
Lindsay Rambo- Vision Impairment Specialist
Mrs. Rambo has shared the following link for the top
educational apps for Parents and Families. As both a
Vision Impairment Specialist and a parent, many of
these apps, she uses and finds them to be extremely
helpful to families!
https://www.verywellfamily.com/besteducational-appsThe 9 Best Educational Apps of 2022
Best Overall: Khan Academy
Best for Young Children: PBS KIDS Games
Best for Kids K-8: BrainPOP
Best for High School: Quizlet
Best for College: Evernote
Best for Adults: edX
Best for Reading: Newsela
Best for Foreign Languages: Duolingo
Best for Math: DragonBox

Donna Lyons - Physical Therapist for Berkeley
County Schools. Mrs. Lyons has been with Berkeley
County Schools for 33 years and has been a Physical
Therapist for a total of 35 years.
Mrs. Lyons shares, "As a Physical Therapist, I suggest
any activity that gets you moving! My favorite activity is
moving through an obstacle course that involves things
like crawling, getting on and off the floor/ground,
climbing and stepping over things, jumping, walking a
straight line, stepping on and off a stool, etc."

Professional Development
Opportunities
The
following
list
includes
professional
development opportunities for our educators,
specifically for our Special Education Teachers and
Staff.

