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STAFF APPRECIATION  
 
 

WINTER HOLIDAYS  
 
 
STUDENT ARTICLES 
 
Snow days are the best! Snow days are 
the best because you can have snowball 
fights with your family and friends. My 
favorite part about a snow day is that I 
can spend time with my family and 
watch Christmas movies and drink hot 
chocolate. Some people don't like to 
drink hot chocolate, so instead they may 
drink hot tea or some type of holiday 
drink that they love. I personally like to 
help my grandma bake cookies or other 
holiday treats. I hope that everyone has a 
safe, warm, and great winter and 
Christmas. 
-Haven Fogle 

The 
December Edition 

  Here’s a note to thank our staff and 
remember the great things they do! 
Thank you to the teachers, cooks, 
office staff, janitors, counselors, 
principal, vice principal, and 
support staff for making our school 
fun and safe especially in these hard 
times. If you see a staff member, 
make sure to give them a “thank 
you” for their hard work.  
 
  If you are a staff member reading 
this, thank you for your hard work 
at our school! We appreciate you 
and we hope you have a great and 
safe winter holiday!  

WHAT IS IN THIS MONTH’S 
EDITION? 
   In this month’s edition, the students 
of MRMS and I are going on a snowy 
expedition into the Marshmallow 
World of Winter Holidays. 
  Join us as we listen to suggestions, 
from real students, on what to do this 
winter break. Then, as you walk down 
the lunch line or hallway, remember 
our Staff Appreciation segment and 
thank the staff for all they do!  
  Feeling Festive? Read about the 
history of Caroling with Mrs. 
Shanahan, or gaze at the dazzling 
artwork at the bottom of our 
December Edition. Look closely at 
one piece and see our reoccurring 
dragon friend sneaking away! 

If you would like to submit something to 
the newspaper… 
 

Create your poem, article, or artwork 

Send to Mrs. Patton 

Read all about it in the next edition 
 



 

1. Sleep in 
2. Watch some TV! 
3. Go outside 
4. Spend time with family 
5. Play video games 
6. Read 
7. Talk with friends 
8. Play with pets/animals 
9. Go hunting 

 
But most importantly--- be safe and have a 
good break! 

Ridge 
 

The 
 

CAROLING  
With Mrs. Shanahan 

 
 

 I interviewed Mrs. Shanahan on the history of 
caroling. She told me that it started in the 13th 
century, although the usual content of the songs were 
from the 4th and 5th centuries and became very 
popular in the 19th century. Some of the earliest 
caroling songs were Good King Wenceslas and The 
Holly and the Ivy, both of which carolers still sing 
today. The more common songs like Jingle Bells 
came after the 19th century. Then she told me that the 
word carol actually comes from the root word for 
“circle dance”. It originally started as a very secular, 
or non-religious, celebration of the winter solstice. It 
seems, to music historians, that the movement of the 
original carol and the widely spread hymn-printing 
led to the caroling we know today. Before it was 
popular, back in the 13th century, it was called 
wassailing. There is even a song that is called “Here 
We Come A-Wassailing!” She says, on a final note, 
“I actually love the tradition of caroling because it is 
one way singing is accessible to everyone. [Anyone] 
who loves to sing can come together and sing with 
others.” 
 OUR DRAGON ARTISTS 

 

THINGS TO DO WHILE AT HOME 
SUGGESTED BY MRMS 
 
 
 

Oh The weather outside is 
frightful… 
 

Sophie Carpenter 7th Grade 
(Below) 

Samantha Engle (Above) 

Now that the temperatures are dropping, it is 
important to stay warm! If you go outside, 
make sure to bring a jacket or a coat, so you 
can play in your own Winter Wonderland. 
Or, snuggle up in a blanket with some warm 
Hot Chocolate! 
 


